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Flammock for promotion. That Surrey's wishes were followed
in the matter is strong evidence that he was not under the
"King's personal displeasure.27 Moreover, the Privy Council
states here that Surrey is recalled for a conference with the
King about conditions at Boulogne, intimating clearly that
Surrey is to be returned to his command. Perhaps the Privy
Council was using this method to bring about Surrey's recall
to forward some scheme for discrediting him, but the possibility
becomes evident only later. The letter itself implicates Surrey
hi no way in the "fresh advertisements of treasons that are
conspired," for men he recommended were being advanced to
forestall such misadventures.
Having ordered Surrey, on 21 March, to hasten to England
immediately, the next day the Privy Council wrote to direct
Surrey to execute some further orders before starting. The tone
of this letter is ominous:
After our most hearty commendations unto your good Lord-
ship:
These shall be to advertise you that the King's Majesty, having
most gravely considered the state of all his Highness's pieces under
your rule, hath finally resolved to have only such numbers to re-
main in every one of the said pieces as shall appear unto you by a
Schedule here enclosed. With this order, his Majesty commanded
us to signify unto you that if you have at this present any greater
numbers of men than shall suffice for the furniture of the said
pieces according to his Majesty's pleasure, you may at your next
pay-day discharge so many of the weakest and worst men as shall
be found there above the said numbers. For the payment of which
number then to be discharged, his Majesty requireth you to take
order there accordingly. Or if you shall want money for the pay-
ment of the same, you shall signify hither with speed what shall
be wanted for that purpose, to the intent money may be sent
from hence for discharge of the same. And if upon consideration
of your numbers you shall find that you want money to furnish
every place according to his Majesty's appointment, his Majesty's
pleasure is that you shall in writing advertise Hilson with speed
what money you shall want for the furniture of every of the said
pieces. In the mean time sort your men in every of them, notably
having respect to his resolution.
27 This evidence is noted by Nott, p. 229.